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Foreword
ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.
International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2.
The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.
Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.
ISO 9128 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 22, Road vehicles, Subcommittee SC 2, Braking
systems and equipment.
This second edition cancels and replaces the first edition (ISO 9128:1987), which has been technically revised.
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Introduction
In order to prevent catastrophic brake system failure on a road vehicle, this International Standard specifies
the graphical symbols and the colours to be used to designate brake fluid type.
The symbols are intended to identify, on road vehicles, the generic type of fluid to be used, and currently
covers petroleum-base fluids, (see, for example ISO 7308) and non-petroleum-base fluids (see, for example,
ISO 4925, glycol type). These two fluids are totally incompatible, requiring the use of different seal materials.
Use of the incorrect fluid type, even in very small proportions, will cause catastrophic brake system failure.
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Road vehicles — Graphical
symbols to designate brake
fluid types

1

Scope

This International Standard specifies the graphical
symbols and colours used to identify, on road
vehicles, the correct type of fluid to be used for:
a)

petroleum-base brake fluid systems;

b)

non-petroleum-base brake fluid systems.

NOTE 1
Should future technical development add
further classifications of fluids, new additional symbols will
be designated.
NOTE 2
The same symbols are also used for labelling
the fluid containers (see ISO 3871).

2

Under-bonnet applications

2.1 At least one appropriate symbol shall be
clearly visible and obviously associated with the
brake fluid reservoir.
2.2 The symbol(s) shall be durable and
permanently affixed, engraved or embossed on or
within 100 mm of the brake fluid reservoir filler cap.
2.3 The minimum nominal dimension a of the
symbol(s) shall be 12 mm.
It is recommended that larger symbols be used
where practical, within the space available.
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