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The SwanThe Swan
Nordic Nordic EcolabelEcolabel, , sincesince 1989.1989.

Sweden, Sweden, DenmarkDenmark, Norway, , Norway, 
Finland and Island.Finland and Island.



Program ideaProgram idea
Giving consumers a possibility Giving consumers a possibility 

to choose more environmentally to choose more environmentally 
friendly products.friendly products.

Offering companies to use Offering companies to use Offering companies to use 
environmental performance as environmental performance as environmental performance as 

a competitive tool.a competitive tool.a competitive tool.
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Basic foundationsBasic foundations

Voluntary systemVoluntary system
Open for companies all over the worldOpen for companies all over the world
For consumers in the Nordic countriesFor consumers in the Nordic countries

Lifecycle based criteriaLifecycle based criteria
Selective criteriaSelective criteria

3rd part 3rd part control and licensingcontrol and licensing



Basic elementsBasic elements

Criteria developmentCriteria development
MarketingMarketing
LicensingLicensing



OrganisationOrganisation

A free independent organisation A free independent organisation 
under guidelinesunder guidelines

EcolabellingEcolabelling BoardBoard
-- Decides the choice Decides the choice 
of product groupsof product groups
and their criteriaand their criteria



Product GroupsProduct Groups

Are picked upon its Are picked upon its 
-- RelevanceRelevance
-- PotentialPotential

-- SteSteeerrabilityability



Criteria developmentCriteria development

Specific for each product groupSpecific for each product group
Life cycle basedLife cycle based

Aiming at 30% selectivityAiming at 30% selectivity
Quality and functionQuality and function



Developing processDeveloping process

Preliminary studyPreliminary study
Decision of upstart Decision of upstart 

Working groupWorking group
HearingsHearings

Open consideration processOpen consideration process
Decision of criteria (3 years)Decision of criteria (3 years)



Licensing and Licensing and 
controlcontrol

Criteria document set Criteria document set 
documentation leveldocumentation level

Test reportsTest reports
SuppliersSuppliers
Site auditSite audit

Full Full confidentialityconfidentiality
ISO/EN 45011ISO/EN 45011
Archive filedArchive filed



InformationInformation
Consumers and professional Consumers and professional 

buyersbuyers

The brand vThe brand valuealue of our of our ecolabelecolabel 
is essentialis essential

WebWeb--sitesite
NewsletterNewsletter
AdvertisingAdvertising



Revise criteriaRevise criteria
EvaluationEvaluation

New criteria processNew criteria process
1 year overlap1 year overlap

Review the licenceReview the licence



Fee structureFee structure
Self financed programSelf financed program
Pay for the marketing Pay for the marketing 

advantagesadvantages
Handling feeHandling fee

Yearly licence feeYearly licence fee



SupportersSupporters

Governmental authoritiesGovernmental authorities
Environmental organisationsEnvironmental organisations

Consumer organisationConsumer organisation
BranchBranch organisationsorganisations



The environmental The environmental 
benefitsbenefits

Change of production processChange of production process
Raised market sharesRaised market shares

Following revised criteriaFollowing revised criteria
BenchmarkingBenchmarking
Education baseEducation base



International International 
guidelinesguidelines

ISO 14024ISO 14024
EcolabellingEcolabelling type type 

I, II and IIII, II and III

EN 45011EN 45011



The Swan todayThe Swan today

Criteria for 65 product groupsCriteria for 65 product groups
More than 1500 licensesMore than 1500 licenses

100 employees100 employees
95 %  knowledge95 %  knowledge



Thank you!Thank you!

www.ecolabel.sewww.ecolabel.se
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